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Southwest
Cadets send rockets soaring skyward over Texas

TEXAS – Lackland Composite Squadron cadets participating in a
model rocketry course ended their training on a high note when they
launched their rockets at a nearby farm in San Antonio with their
instructor, Sr. Mbr. Brian Sommers.

The cadets spent three days building their model rockets and taking
written exams on all three phases of the course — Redstone, Titan
and Saturn. Along with teaching them basic knowledge of rocket his-
tory and the proper safety procedures for launching model rockets,
each of the three phases also featured a hands-on component
requiring the cadets to build the rockets. 

On the final day, Sommers and the cadets launched a grand total of
52 rockets, including Alphas, Terrier-Orions, Bullpups, egg-launchers,
two-stagers, high flyers and a 6-footer.

Ten Lackland cadets participated — Cadet 1st Lt. Jeffrey Cigrang,
Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Colleen Rojas, Cadet Tech. Sgts. Kaitlyn
Jewell and Kristopher Kerr, Cadet Master Sgt. Brian Rankin, Cadet
Staff Sgts. Nicole Miglis and Daniel Perez, Cadet Senior Airmen
Melissa Courreges and Katherine Sommers and Cadet Airman Basic
William Courreges.   >> Sr. Mbr. Nancy Kerr

Southeast
Florida squadrons help Cub Scouts fly high
FLORIDA – Members of the Tallahassee and Live Oak composite squadrons
spent a recent weekend amid hundreds of Cub Scouts and their families.
They were participating in the Cub Family Weekend at Wallwood Boy Scout
Reservation, the largest Boy Scout facility in northwest Florida, which hosts
the event every spring and fall. This year’s theme was aviation, and CAP
squadrons were asked to contribute.

Before the gathering commenced, several cadets and two senior members
spent most of one night building a 10-computer, networked lab out of
donated hardware and software, giving the Scouts a chance to get an online
feel for flying. Elsewhere, Maj. Bob Dunlop, the Tallahassee squadron's aero-
space education officer, set up a variety of hands-on activities, such as Alka-
Seltzer fizzy rockets, 2-liter water bottle rockets and a simulated aircraft-car-
rier landing using a toy fighter plane sliding down a long piece of fishing line
tied to a control stick for landing on a beach towel runway. 

Another group took to the woods, leading teams of 10 Webelos to help find
a simulated plane crash and bring back any injured passengers to a helicop-
ter landing zone. The Scouts were briefed on the equipment used and on the
operation of an L-Per Portable Direction Finder. Two local Medevac choppers stood by, not only waiting for the
simulated crash victim but also offering tours and a demonstration on how patients are loaded in emergencies.
>> Capt. Gene Floyd

Cadet 2nd Lt. Lane Branch, left, 
demonstrates use of the L-Per Portable
Direction Finder for a Webelo as Cadet
Airman 1st Class Carson Foote looks
on. The cadets are members of the
Tallahassee Composite Squadron. 

Cadet Tech. Sgt. Kristopher Kerr, left, and
Cadet Airman Basic William Courreges
make final adjustments to their model 
rockets before launching. 
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